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NEWSLETTER

Greetings from the Chair 

Welcome to our bumper Newsletter! 

During the successful Signs of God’s 20th Anniversary party at Stoke 
Gifford in June, we noticed many people converging to a table displaying 
our earliest Signs of God newsletters.

The Newsletter contents tell all. We give God the glory for all that 
happened in the past, present and future within Signs of God’s activities, 
and our efficient transitional infrastructuring. 

Please read, enjoy, pray - and share. Penny Beschizza - Chair

20 years young - Signs of God 20th birthday celebration 
Many people travelled to Bristol to celebrate this special 
occasion. Following the AGM, we looked back over 20 years 
of Signs of God, remembering all God has done and giving 
Him all the glory at a service of thanksgiving. Rev Mary 
Whittaker spoke on Zechariah 4 “The Gold Lampstand and 

Olive trees”. We looked back at how Signs of God was birthed and the 
journey it has taken so far; recognising the many friends that played their 
part. Many shared how they are helped in their Christian journey, their 
church and personal life and others on how they were called to this 
ministry. No party is complete without bubbly, amazing cake, plenty of 
good food and lots of catching up with friends.  Trusting God to be our 
guide and provider we are excited about the future, the challenges and 
many blessings ahead. Judith Hillary - Administrator 
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Summer School 2018 
Our ever popular biennial 
residential workshop 
returns to University of 
Wolverhampton, Telford TF2 
9NT on 13-19 Aug 2018.

Online booking opens on 
1 September. Keep an eye 
out for our advert and 
don't miss our early bird 
discount. Details will be 
released on 1 September 
2017. 


Summer School 2016 saw: 

• 83 Students

• 22 members of staff 

(including visiting 
speakers)


• Gala Dinner - special 
10th summer school 
celebration 


• Launch of Bursary 
Scheme


• Innovations:

- Summer School App

- Soap Box Sessions

- International 

Conversation with 
ASL students 


- Welcome/care team 


Change of administration 

As you may be aware, our beloved Administrator, Gill 
Behenna, has stepped down from the role to pursue other 
adventures. She hasn't left us completely, she remains a 
Core Team Member. You can read Gill’s note further along 
in this newsletter. We would like to repeat our thanks for 
ALL her hard work and sacrifice since setting up Signs of 
God 20 years ago. God has truly blessed Gill who, in turn, 
has blessed us all and many, many more. Gill has left a 
huge gaping hole, impossible to be filled by one person 
(how on earth did she do it all?!), so we now introduce to 
you: 

Judith Hillary - Secretary to the Trustees: In our 
Constitution she is called “The Administrator”. Judith will 
be responsible for arranging trustees’ meetings, writing 
minutes and all correspondence with the Charity 
Commission. She will also stand in for our Treasurer if 
needed. Email address: admin@signsofgod.org.uk

Hannah Robinson - Treasurer: Hannah continues as the 
Signs of God Treasurer. She now has a dedicated email 
address: treasurer@signsofgod.org.uk

Anna Smith - Contact with the General Public: Anna 
has taken over the email address info@signsofgod.org.uk 
and so answers emails from the general public and any 
organisations working with us. She also replies to general 
enquiries via the website.

Liz Macartney - Christian Interpreter Network: Liz 
continues as the CIN co-ordinator with Catherine Moxon 
as a deputy when needed. Liz’s dedicated email address 
is: interpreting@signsofgod.org.uk

Roma Parrick - Signs of God Workshops: Roma 
continues as workshop co-ordinator. Her dedicated email 
address is: workshops@signsofgod.org.uk

Shaunett Harris - Communications: Shaunett has 
offered to collate information for an occasional newsletter 
which can be sent out by email and posted to the news 
section of the website. She and a team of helpers (Gill 
Behenna, Sarah Haynes and Tom and Kat Pearson) also 
answer enquiries via our Facebook Page. 

Heather Peachey - Merchandise: Heather continues to 
send out merchandise to those who order via our website. 
She also deals with all the branded clothing. She’s 
supported by Sarah Tupling (Trustee) and Hannah 
Robinson (Treasurer). 

Please join us in thanking Roma Parrick for all her hard 
work whilst being a trustee for 3 years. Roma has recently 
stepped down and remains with us as a core team 
member. We welcome a new trustee, Susan Myatt, to the 
team, as well as new core team members Clare Trigg, 
Carolyn Denmark and Judith Jackson who all bring a 
wealth of knowledge and experience with them.  

Bursary Scheme 
This aims to provide grants to individuals towards the cost 
of Signs of God residential training, where financial 
hardship would prevent them from otherwise attending. 
Full policy and application form can be requested by 
emailing admin@signsofgod.org.uk. 

SEVEN DAYS includes: 

• Ensuite accommodation 

• Full board - breakfast, 

lunch, dinner and 
refreshments during 
breaks


• Six days of teaching by 
experienced BSL tutors 
and interpreting tutors


• Visiting speakers on a 
range of related topics 
from theology to BSL


• Lectures and practical 
training


• Delving deeper into 
Biblical context and 
meaning 


• Prayer ministry and daily 
worship 
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Christian Interpreters’ 
Network (C.I.N) 

Signs of God have a directory of 
people who are willing and able to 
provide communication support 
at Christian events. 

There are currently over 220 
people on the CIN list, 132 are 
trained interpreters. 

• In 2016/2017 we received 130 

requests for interpreters 
equating to 307 interpreting 
places


• Interpreting teams were 
provided at 13 national 
Christian events


• Most requests were filled but 
sometimes we don't know the 
outcome as the requesters 
don't always update us 


• As always, more interpreters are 
needed BUT also more people 
from the list need to volunteer


If you are on the CIN list and 
receive the requests, please do 
consider offering to volunteer. 
Oftentimes, it is the same people 
who volunteer and they do get 
tired, bless them! Consider 
volunteering to help lessen the 
load. If you are unsure which 
assignments to accept, whether 
you'd be suitable etc, please do 
not hesitate to ask us or the event 
organiser as we'd be more than 
happy to give you more 
information (or advice) if we can. 


Would you like to join the 
CIN list? 
If you have achieved your NVQ 
Level 6 BSL qualification (or the 
old Level 4 BSL qualification), or 
are able to prove achievement of 
a recognised equivalent 
qualification, you are eligible to 
join the Christian Interpreters' 
list. The registration form can be 
found on our website. 


Want a Signs of God workshop?  
“It was a great introduction and has inspired me to 
go further”  
“I enjoyed learning about life from a Deaf 
perspective”  
Since October 2016, we have run five workshops in 

the UK: Farnborough, 
Walsall, Nottingham, Bristol 
and Worcester. That's a total 
of 203 participants that have 
received excellent teaching 
in using British Sign 
Language in Christian 
settings. 

Have you always wanted to 
know how to use BSL in a 
church context? Would you 

like the opportunity to discuss ideas? Is your area 
listed above? No? Consider hosting a workshop in 
your area. Our bespoke workshops will be tailored to 
match your needs. We also provide professional 
training. Please contact Roma at 
workshops@signsofgod.org.uk for more information 
and to book now.  


Deaf BSL Worship Day   
In 2016 Janice Silo and 
Carolyn Nabarro led a 
workshop on Deaf Worship 
at the Deaf Anglicans 
Together Conference.  This 

was well received so we took 
the idea for a similar workshop to Signs of God. 
Judith Jackson and Sarah Tupling joined the team,  
Roma Parrick organised the bookings and Gill 
Behenna provided technical support for the day. 


It was experimental as we wondered how the 
structure and content would work and be received.  
We were able to showcase Signs of God to new 
participants who learned that the organisation was 
for Deaf people as well as hearing people. 


After introductions, we split into two groups.  One 
group used different objects and symbols to 
visualise the meaning of worship.  The second group 
discussed how to worship God using imagery in the 
Psalms. The groups then swapped so that everyone 
had the chance to participate in both activities. It 
gave an opportunity to reach out to Deaf Christians 
who were interested in teaching BSL within a 
Christian setting.  We have since gained a new 
trustee and two new tutors. 


It was good to have Penny Beschizza, the Chair of 
Signs of God, with us along with various core team 
members and other trustees.  We thank God for His 
presence throughout; there was a great sense of 
fellowship both on the day and during the planning 
process, which blessed us tremendously.  We hope 
to have another ‘Deaf Space’ workshop in 2018. 
Janice Silo & Sarah Tupling - Trustees

Newsflash  

The good work of our CIN 
members at New Wine 2017 was 
captured by Songs of Praise and 
aired on 13 Aug 2017. If you 
missed it, catch it on iPlayer 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b091zf2f until 12 
Sep 2017.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b091zf2f
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A message from Gill 

Just over 18 months ago I came to the realisation that I would be 60 in 
2017 – it wasn’t a good moment (and I’m still not sure how it could 
have happened!) but we will gloss over that!

Almost simultaneously came the thought, “Signs of God will be 20!” 
Followed by the thought “Time to step down!”

The thought came as a surprise to me because up to that moment I 
hadn’t even considered stepping down. We had realised the year 
before that the organisation was getting too large for one person to run 
and the trustees had already started building capacity and seeking 

volunteers from among the core team for specific pieces of work. That had considerably 
lightened my administrative load, but the thought that I should step down was something 
entirely different!

However, I believed then, and I still believe, that this thought was from God, and so I emailed 
the trustees to tell them my intentions. I believed that Signs of God people would step up to 
the various tasks needed to run the organisation and develop it and I was proved right. Our 
Vision Day in 2015 had given us an exciting agenda of work and people were already working 
to make those visions reality. The Core Team of Signs of God are an amazing bunch of people 
– it’s always a privilege to work with you.

I found the 2017 AGM exciting as I took in all that God is doing, and all that God would be 
doing in the future. I was really moved by all the tributes, and the wonderful book of memories 
that was presented to me – thank you. It was quite hard to hand over my “baby” but, of 
course, I’m not ending my association with Signs of God – just the hours spent at a computer 
dealing with endless admin! I remain a member of the core team and look forward to taking my 
fair share of workshops and voluntary interpreting.

Signs of God has a great future and is in safe hands! I referred to Signs of God as my “baby”. 
But baby has grown up. This is one of my favourite poems. 


It is eighteen years ago, almost to the day – 
A sunny day with leaves just turning, 
The touch-lines new-ruled – since I watched you play  
Your first game of football, then, like a satellite  
Wrenched from its orbit, go drifting away 
Behind a scatter of boys. I can see 
You walking away from me towards the school  
With the pathos of a half-fledged thing set free  
Into a wilderness, the gait of one 
Who finds no path where the path should be. 
That hesitant figure, eddying away 
Like a winged seed loosened from its parent stem, 
Has something I never quite grasp to convey 
About nature’s give-and-take – the small, the scorching  
Ordeals which fire one’s irresolute clay. 
I have had worse partings, but none that so  
Gnaws at my mind still. Perhaps it is roughly  
Saying what God alone could perfectly show –  
How selfhood begins with a walking away,  
And love is proved in the letting go. 
C Day-Lewis

Can you help?  

Sadly, the Christian Signs website is defunct and no longer exists. This website was created by Deaf Christian 
charity, Go! Sign (formally Christian Deaf Link), in partnership with Signs of God, and was a valuable resource for 
people wanting to use BSL in a Christian context. It included a dictionary, with regional and denominational signs, 
and numerous Deaf Christian’s testimonies. If you are fortunate to own a rare copy of the Christian Signs DVD, hold 
on to it! Go! Sign and Signs of God would like to see a similar website resource revived. This is great news and 
means the content would be available again for people to use and develop their Christian BSL vocabulary. However, 
this is also a huge task and we need your help. Whilst the current content is available, the signs would need to be 
re-filmed, new additional vocabulary filmed and new testimonies captured and added. Therefore, we're looking for a 
person or a small group who would be willing and able to undertake a fundraising project, involving creating a 
fundraising bid to send to charitable trusts, to fund the creation of a new and improved Christian Signs website. If 
you think you can help with this, please email Signs of God Trustee, Sarah Haynes: haynessarah@yahoo.co.uk 
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