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Greetings from the Trustees
As we enter April we look forward to Easter as we join with
people around the world in celebrating the good news of the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus. We know that it has been a
while since our last update and, like you, we too continue to
navigate our way through the ever changing times and pray for
those affected by the war in Ukraine. The Trustees are so very
thankful for all that God has been doing over the past eight
months. We give glory to God our Father for Summer School
2021 and the various workshops and training days that were
able to take place. We, the trustees seek His wisdom and
direction for 2022 and beyond and appreciate your prayers and
support. Wishing you all a very happy Easter.
Sarah, Gill, Janice, Mary, Susan, Hannah and Trudy
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead. 1 Peter 1:3
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During our AGM at Summer School we were delighted to welcome two
new core team members, Sara Head and Naomi Barry, and also Mary
Whittaker to the Board of Trustees.
See their introductions below!
We were sad to say goodbye to Penny Beschizza and Sarah Haynes as
trustees, though not really goodbye, as they remain core team members
and great supporters of our work. Massive thanks to both of them for their
hard work and commitment to Signs of God over many years.
Find out more information about our new Core Team members and
trustee later in the newsletter, apparently, all pictured with dogs!
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Mary Whittaker - New Trustee
Hello! I am Rev Mary Whittaker, full-time Church of Scotland minister
to Deaf People in North East Scotland and Highlands & Islands. It is a
privilege to be one of the Signs of God trustees. I live in a village just
out of Elgin which is between Aberdeen and Inverness. As you can
see on the photograph above I got my 3rd Hearing Dog called Clark –
he is miniature poodle who is much smaller than my previous Hearing
Dog Scott – I’m sure many of you remember Scott especially with his
pink flamingo toy in his mouth! Scott is happily retired and living with
my sister in Tayport (across River Tay from Dundee). My hobby is collecting GB
stamps, walking and art journaling.
Sara Head - New Core Team Member
Sara has always been a supporter of Signs of God. She has been a
guest presenter at Summer School, contributed to the devotions at
our online Summer School last year, and this year, will be with us as
a member of staff. Whilst her time commitment is limited during
term-time due to a demanding teaching job, she has been a great
support of New Wine week 2 where she has helped to lead the BSL
Stream with Signs of God and contributed to the building up of
community between hearing and Deaf people on-site.
Naomi Barry - New Core Team Member
Hello, I’m Naomi. I’ve been volunteering with Signs of God
since 2007 – my first experience of a Signs of God team was
a day visit to New Wine a few weeks after I graduated in
preparation for a week at Soul Survivor. I am delighted to now
be a Core Team member! As anyone who read the article
about Spring Harvest last year will know, it is because of
Signs of God interpreting teams that I do what I do and love.
Being involved with Signs of God over the years has given
me experiences that I will always treasure (The Passion play
springs to mind), friends that I cherish and a deep gratitude
for the fact that I was able to continue volunteering (and therefore interpreting) during
the years that I was teaching. I hope that, as a Core Team member, I will be able to
give something back and enable those who are involved with Signs of God in the
future to bene t as much as I have.
We need you
This year there has seen a noticeable increase in requests for teams at festivals and
conferences, particularly those aimed at the youth. We would love to be able to
con rm full teams so if you have achieved BSL Level 6, are a trainee or quali ed
interpreter, or a trained Sign Language Translator and are available for any of the
below, or would like further details, get in touch with Judith by emailing
interpreting@signsofgod.org.uk
Dreaming the Impossible: 30 July - 3 August at Staffordshire Showground
Newday: Monday 1 - 5 August at Norfolk Showground, Norwich
Satellites, Youthscape: 9 - 3 August in Peterborough
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Limitless 6 - 10 August at Staffordshire Showground
If you meet the joining eligibility criteria and have not yet registered you can do so by
completing the form at https://www.signsofgod.org.uk/registercin
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BSL Worship Translation Group - Thandi Jobson
During Lockdown The Blessing was released by many Churches coming together in
di erent countries. When The UK Blessing was released, I was disappointed that
there wasn’t any BSL included in this, as so many of the Churches involved, have a
Deaf ministry as part of their regular Sunday services. After making a comment, that
I’d love to create a BSL version, with Deaf Christians across the country, coming
together, to bless the UK. As soon as I wrote that, Gill Behenna replied, do it!! Note
to self - never make a comment in front of Gill! After a few weeks, and huge thanks to
Adam McCormick and his Church Administer, for doing the editing, The Blessing BSL
was released in May 2020.
Watching The Blessing BSL, it was amazing to see other Deaf christians translate the
song in di erent ways. A few weeks later, I was asked to get involved with a project
to translate songs for a Kat Mills, a Christian Songwriter, who is passionate about
making her music accessible to everyone, I decided to ask Helen Cottingham to get
involved, as loved her translations in The Blessing BSL were stunning. It was lovely to
get involved with something totally di erent, and I really enjoyed the songs I was
given to translate. There were four Deaf ladies involved in the translations altogether,
and Helen and I, spent time video calling and giving suggestions on how to translate
di erent lines.
The songs were also recorded in makaton, and one of the really useful things, is that
we have been able to put side by side, versions of the same song on BSL forums, so
that people can compare the di erence between makaton and BSL.
After the project was nished, Helen and I were chatting, and felt that an online group
would be really helpful for others who have worship songs to translate.
We
approached Signs of God, to see if this would be something we could set up under
them. Gill was really welcoming of the idea, and the Trustees agreed that we could
set up the group under the umbrella of Signs of God. We created a team of both Deaf
and hearing people to moderate the group, and it’s been running on Facebook since.
Often, worship songs get interpreted into Signed English, which isn’t always getting
the true meaning of the song, across to Deaf BSL users. Many interpreters may not
have other Christian Interpreters they can get feedback from, to bounce ideas o .
The group was set up as a way to get discussions going, both with Deaf and hearing
people involved in Worship. It’s great that interpreters can post in a group and get
feedback from Deaf Christians, who can give a di erent prospective on how they
would interpret the words. The group has grown, and there have been some lovely
discussions, and hopefully many more to come. Members are welcome to post
videos to ask questions in BSL, or write them in English. We do expect people to
answer questions in order to be accepted into the group, to avoid having people join,
just to spam the group with unrelated posts.
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Find the group on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/bslworshiptranslation

April 202

Spring edition

Summer School 2021
In the peaceful setting of The Hayes Conference Centre in Derbyshire, August 2021
saw the welcome return of Summer School in person. We had a marvellous week
with over 100 students and tutors enjoying teaching, worship, lectures, and fun

together.
Scroll down for just a few thoughts from those that
attended…
Summer School - Sherelle S Ramus
Being an intern at summer school was such a brilliant
experience. I had longed for an opportunity to go away for
a week where I could be immersed in British Sign
Language (BSL) in a Christian setting and now that
moment had arrived.
The week gave me the opportunity to really think about
how I used BSL, to think deeper about the context of
information when I am signing and to think ‘out of the box’. I really enjoyed the
lectures and practical training which gave me ‘food for thought’. Most of all, the
feedback that I received as an intern was extremely valuable. It made me really look
for ways to improve and I returned home with the determination to put into practice
what I had learned. The entire week was simply amazing. The opportunity to be
surrounded by British Sign Language is immeasurable.
As an intern, I receive an opportunity to learn, practice, and really develop. The
opportunity to translate from BSL into English and vice-versa was scary at rst but the
impact provided me with an opportunity to ‘grow’ and ‘develop’ through feedback and
facing my fears of making a mistake. I came home with a ‘ re in my belly’, to improve
and develop and to practice every day. My Determination to improving myself was
now able to be anchored on a foundation of ‘How to improve, what to practice, how
and why I need to think differently, and good feedback etc’. The visiting speakers
were brilliant, but, most of all, to
receive feedback from respected
Deaf lecturers was priceless
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I met a lot of lovely people. It was
an unforgettable experience that I
look forward to repeating again
with improved skills gained from
the feedback and learning gained
from my experience at the Signs
of God Summer School. Thank
you so much.
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Summer School - Tony Hawkins
What I enjoyed about the Summer School was being
together in a Christian setting with Deaf and hearing
people, and being able to communicate with everyone
without any barriers.
To be able to give our thoughts, our views, and to share
each other’s feelings of our faith.

I leant so much from other Christians, especially Deaf members, on understanding how
dif cult it can be at times to make everything accessible at church, and sharing our
knowledge of the Bible.
One great enjoyment was seeing so many speakers attending the event, with
interesting topics to share.
The venue was so relaxing, comfortable, and we able to have some fun and laughter. It
was also good to see some Deaf friends whom I have not seen for many years, and
make some really good memories.
Summer School - Lieutenant Sarah O’Grady – Minister, Bourne Salvation Army
In the summer of 2021 I had the privilege of attending the Signs of God Summer
School – what a wonderful experience for so many reasons
Firstly, and most practically, it gave me the opportunity to
develop and practice my BSL skills with a wide range of
people. This not only allowed me to polish up my
productive skills, but the sheer range of people with
various signing styles, levels and regional variations, was
hugely bene cial for my receptive skills. Beyond this, the
BSL teachers were excellent, and during our language
teaching sessions we were provided with quality teaching
which developed both my Christian speci c vocabulary, as
well as my basic BSL skills. I also received many opportunities for more general
learning, through a range of seminars relating to faith and ministry within the Deaf
Community
Although I have started my observations of summer school with the practical and
learning bene ts, the development of my signing skills was by no means the only
impactful aspect of the week. For me, some of the most important moments of the
week came through the times of worship and
fellowship. The week was retreat-like in its spiritual
experience, providing me with a week away from my
life of ministry and family, and allowing me to focus on
God. The times of worship and teaching gave me the
opportunity to be spiritually fed, and the times of
fellowship with my brothers and sisters in Christ, gave
me joy and allowed me to build friendships which have
continued beyond the week away. As a bonus, the
week was based in a beautiful location, which provided
opportunities for walks and visits around the area during our free time
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All in all, the summer school was an all-round fantastic experience, and I look forward
to the next one with much anticipation.

Spring edition

Tutor Training Day
We recently held a tutor training day for new or prospective tutors at our events, both
Deaf and hearing. Paul Pryce-Jones tells us about the day
On Saturday 26th March, I dragged myself out of bed to catch a seven o’clock train to
take me from London up to Stafford for a Signs of God (SoG) training day. I have to
admit that I don’t usually get up that early on the weekend but other than Summer
School, it has been over two years since I have been able to get involved with SoG
and I have been missing it. Later, I found out that someone else caught an even earlier
train, so perhaps I’m not the keen bean that I profess, especially as my train was
delayed and I arrived late
The aim of the day was to nd out more about what is involved in planning one of the
day workshops that SoG organise; usually there’s about ve a year, a mix of face to
face and online. Through the morning, we covered the basics: SoG values and
principles, the structure of the workshops, the different roles and responsibilities that
people can take and a group discussion to share and pool our experiences of remote
working and using zoom
In the afternoon, we split in two groups, a deaf group who discussed ‘deaf perspective
sessions’ which are included every workshop and a hearing group who discussed how
to work with groups on presenting skills. It was in the afternoon that Anna told me that
I was partly the reason for the day; one of the reasons I had given for not stepping
forward was not knowing what is involved in organising a workshop
Overall the day was really useful and informative, we learnt that you don’t have to go
all in and organise a workshop straight away, you can run the registration and
merchandise table, be an interpreter or be a tutor for the sessions. Anna and Lucy, the
SoG Workshop Coordinators, are there to support you with organising everything and
most of the work happens in the two weeks before the event. And for me? After being
out of SoG for a while, it felt a little bit like coming home.
Workshop Memories
It’s also great to hear about the lasting memories that people have from workshops,
and how the learning is still proving useful!
I remember attending a Signs of God one day training event
in Walsall, and on one of the sessions the tutor gave us a
plain glass marble to help us remember to always be clear. I
still carry this marble around with me today and always
have it in my handbag, and when I have a di cult
interpreting jo I will nd it in my bag and remember what it
represents.
Charlie Brough
Easter and Summer Interpreting Teams
Just a note to say that if you see a Signs of God interpreting team at one of the Easter
or Summer events, please do come and say hi; they are a friendly bunch!
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Please pray for all of those volunteering their time to provide access, and the Deaf
attendees, some of whom will be volunteering themselves!
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Changing Seasons - Online Workshop
A great time was had by all who attended our Harvest Online workshop in 2021. If you
haven’t yet attended one of our workshops, read on for some feedback from one
participant.
I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed the Harvest workshop and found it inspiring. I
very much enjoyed one session when they taught us how to sign the worship song
"Faithful One, so unchanging”, and I enjoyed another session where we discussed
what harvest meant to us, as well as memories
and things that Autumn made us think of.
It was helpful listening to the two experiences in the Deaf awareness session and gave
me a bit more insight into what it is like to be Deaf.
It was great to be able to meet with people from di erent parts of the country too.

Christian Interpreters’ Network (CIN)
Just Checking - Following a recent review of our Christian Interpreters’ Network
mailing list we identi ed several email addresses were no longer receiving requests.
Those affected have been contacted via email and hopefully those that are eligible
and want to continue to be part of the network are now receiving requests again. If you
have not been receiving any emails recently, don’t hesitate to get in touch. Requests
received can be both for paid and unpaid assignment and Signs of God do not get
involved with nancial agreements. We try to be as clear as possible as to what is
offered but in most cases we suggest you include a note of your fees when responding
with your availability.
Coming Up Soon - Signs of the Spirit Online Workshop
Saturday 7th May 10am-1pm
Come and join us at this online workshop with the theme of the Holy Spirit.
We will celebrate Pentecost and think about BSL linked to the celebration of the Holy
Spirit’s presence.
Learn and take part in some worship, and gain a new perspective of the Deaf
experience. The morning will take place on Zoom, with teaching in breakout rooms.
If you would like to join us, please book via our website for just £10.
Don’t miss out!

SAVE THE DATE: Summer School 2023
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As you’ll have seen from the comments from attendees,
Summer School truly is a great place to be!
The dates for 2023 are 14th - 20th August and we really
hope to see you there!
Bookings will open in the Autumn, but put the date in
your diary now!

