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Greetings from the Chair

For many, life is returning to ‘normal’ but we still have to
remain cautious. What is the current meaning of ‘normal’?
At the moment there are cases of the Delta variant of
Covid-19. We have been told there is ‘some kind of
normality’.
Our Planning Committee have been working hard so that
the ‘good news of His love’ can be shared with us all at
Summer School 2021 at The Hayes Conference Centre,
Swanwick, in August. Archbishop Justin Welby boldly
announced “I am utterly optimistic about the future of the
church”(1). I am also optimistic of how Signs of God are
working through the recent turbulent times during the
pandemic - with His help, prayers, wisdom and guidance in order to continue to strengthen and uplift you,
maintaining your trust in us to allow you to grow in faith
with us and with our God. Amen.
Sarah Tupling - Chair
(1)

Atherstone, A., 2013 The Road to Canterbury Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd

I would like to say a big welcome to those who recently joined our Christian Interpreters’
Network. Thank you to everyone in our network for your willingness to consider the many
requests we receive for BSL access. Over these past six months requests have continued to
come in for a variety of occasions, weddings, funerals, leadership conferences, Christian
conferences, training days, church and Charity meetings, and even co ee mornings. Naturally,
most requests are for online access rather than in person. This has not stopped you o ering
your time and skill. Thank you. Throughout this newsletter you will read about recent
conferences having requested and received BSL access, which we are very excited about.
This summer a small team will be in person at Creation Fest Big Weekend and we anticipate,
as time goes by, that more requests for in person events will come in.
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We are so thankful for the Lord’s provision of you and pray you are blessed by your service.
"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15. If you know of a RSLI/RSLT/TSLI/BSL Level 6 signer
who would like to join the CIN register do direct them to our webpage. Requests for
interpreters please email interpreting@signsofgod.org.uk. Blessings.
Judith Hillary - Christian Interpreters’ Network Coordinator
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Spring Harvest, sandwiches and studios
by Naomi Barry

I have to admit that, if asked at the beginning of the year, speaking in front
of an audience of unknown numbers wouldn’t have been high on my list of
things to do! My Spring Harvest story is something I am quite proud of but
not really one that I had anticipated sharing on screen. However, you never
know where conversations over sandwiches will take you…

I rst went to Spring Harvest when I was 7. If anyone remembers Butlins in
those days, visions of somewhere vaguely resembling some kind of army
camp probably spring to mind! There was no Skyline, very little in the way of indoor activities
and, particularly in Skegness, fairly dreadful spring weather. There was something about the
atmosphere, though, and the people there that seemed to make the surroundings seem
unimportant. Anyway, whatever it was, it was enough to make us go back year on year. It
was at Spring Harvest 2 years later that I rst saw interpreters and sign language and this did
quite literally change my life.
As I mentioned in my impromptu screen
debut, I had never met any deaf people
before. However, this beautiful language
completely blew my little 9 year old brain
and I remember being absolutely
convinced that this is what I was meant
to do. Fast forward to 2021 and this
conviction has taken me on a journey
that I couldn’t have imagined. It has led
me to some amazing, inspirational
people; introduced me to a community
who have taught me about their history
and culture and allowed me to learn the
beautiful language that continues to
fascinate me every single day.
I am, clearly, still involved with Spring Harvest. From attending as a delegate for many years,
to nally being quali ed enough to be part of a Signs of God team, it remains one of the
highlights of my year. After being a committed Skegness girl until my mid-20s, I discovered
Minehead and have been going there ever since. The site being slightly smaller is incredibly
useful when you forget your pass
and have to run back to the
chalet to get it!
Although it
hasn’t been quite the same for
the last 2 years, experiencing a
di erent kind of Spring Harvest
has been fun. If it is ever lmed
in the studio in Reading in the
spring again though, take warm
clothes because it’s freezing!
And be careful what stories you
share over lunch – with so few
people on site and a need to
promote #ourspringharvest, my
story of how I came to be there
as an interpreter was interesting
enough for camera!
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It is no exaggeration to say that Spring Harvest is responsible for the job I now do. Without
the annual exposure to sign language and the wonderful interpreters who let me pester them
with questions for many years, my fascination with BSL and interpreting would probably have
ended up being another passing interest. Instead, I am fortunate enough to have those awe
and wonder moments every day where I am reminded that the thing I dreamt about doing for
so long has actually become a reality.
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Two weeks in the life of Marie Webb-Stevens – Interpreting
for Spring Harvest Home 2021
Having been part of wonderful Spring Harvest Teams over the years, I
have missed serving in this way for several reasons for the last few
years. I was so excited to be selected to serve on the team in 2020 and
was absolutely gutted when the pandemic hit and scuppered those
plans. So many changes have occurred, and I have dipped my toes, (or
should that be arms) into the world of green screens to serve my local
churches to support with worship. I was excited to be able to serve
Spring Harvest in this way, when the opportunity arose.

I am not a natural at this by any means and this is my rst time at receiving pre-recorded
material of this standard to interpret and return. As I said, I had recorded worship services and
communion and have done some signing for my local churches, but this is Spring Harvest.
The team were great, and I was able to see a few clips from last year to get an idea of what
could be expected of me, however, I am naturally a ‘go with the ow’ type of person.
The sessions that I was asked to record were three Theme Sessions and these turned out to
be a mixture of discussion, prayer and 4 interviews of about 1 hour each. They were
interesting and full of content. I had to be careful to remember that I was interpreting them and
not laugh when they were laughing or get too emotional. As usual, they were topical,
refreshing emotionally and funny in places. This is where good preparation is important.
Interpreting from a recording is of course vastly di erently to being there live, as my teammembers will testify to. Although you get time to watch, listen to and prepare what you are
going to interpret, and re-record if you want to – as I did on two occasions, you cannot re- lm
it too often. If you do, there is a danger of losing the authenticity of the naturalness of the
conversation and of pre-empting what the speakers are going to say. There is a ne line of
wanting everything to be perfect, which it never is, and wanting to do justice to the meaning
and nuances of the speakers.
I mentioned re-recording something twice; well there is story to each and learning curves to
both. On one occasion after getting 30 minutes through one recording, on which I had already
re-started because I had not liked the angle I had turned to (turns out it was absolutely ne),
there I was, signing away and then I couldn’t hear any voices. I looked over at my laptop and
the circle of death had appeared. ARGH! Frozen. Pause. Keep Calm. My internet had decided
to stop – only the Lord could know why. Deep breath, refresh. Ahhhhh. All is well again. Well, I
was not going to re-do this from the beginning and found a good place to restart interesting.
However, this time, I downloaded it. Yes, I know, I should have done this in the rst place.
Lesson learned.
Just before I tell you about the other occasion, I will just add that the Spring Harvest admin
and tech team are amazing. I explained what had happened, and they spliced those two clips
together seamlessly. When I watched them on the ‘live’ site, I could not tell where the two
clips I sent them were joined. The other
occasion to re-recording occurred when I
restarted due to forgetting the role of the
second interviewee. I felt this was quite
important and it was playing on my mind, so
went back and did the whole thing again. Only
on the second time, with the same
interviewee, while in full ow, I had brain
freeze on the place where they worked, it was
four words and I forgot the fourth word
(Organisation or Association or..) The dilemma
was, do I re- lm it again, when everything was
ne…
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I had an amazing team around me as I’ve always done, and we met via zoom and had a
WhatsApp group full of fun and jokes. We also supported each other before, during and after
Spring Harvest occurred. Would I do it again? Most de nitely. I have certainly learnt a lot and I
hope you have too! Blessings, love and if you got to the end of this, well done indeed. Thank
you for reading.
fi
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Workshops online
by Anna Smith

This year Signs of God workshops went online, like many
others. Our workshops have used the Zoom platform and we
have run workshops on Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.
Whilst not the same as face-to-face workshops, it has been
a great way to bring together people with a similar level of
BSL from across the UK who may not have previously
attended a workshop. It certainly has the advantage of a lot
less travel.
Our workshops seem to work well over 3 hours with a couple of 10-15min breaks. An online
Signs of God workshop features:
• Gathering together / Explanation of the day
• Workshop 1 (in 3 groups) & break
• Deaf experience
• Workshop 2 (in 3 groups) & break
• Presentations and Q & A
• Prayer
We were encouraged by some of the feedback:
“I learnt a lot about conveying emotion and ‘painting a picture’ in the storytelling – particularly
as the Good Friday story is so painful.”
“Increased my understanding of a deaf person’s perspective – really interesting.”
“The tutors’ sense of humour, making you feel at ease, encouragement to join in.”
“I think it’s fascinating to think more about the meaning and theological nuances you can
impart with signing.”
“I enjoyed the unpacking of the Easter story - because my reason for joining was interest in
BSL I hadn't quite twigged that it would be a worshipful event!”
Of course, working with technology and planning a workshop online is very di erent from
face-to-face workshops and we will continue to consider ways to improve these. After the rst
one I wasn’t so sure about another one but Lucy, who also coordinates workshops, persuaded
me that it was a good idea to do more. I’m glad she did. We are very grateful for the tutors,
interpreters and hosts who were willing to give this a go and who did so con dently. Even
more so, thank you to everyone who bravely came along to develop their BSL skills for
Christian Settings.
We are looking forward to face-to-face workshops again from autumn 2021; please get in
touch by emailing workshops@signsofgod.org.uk if you would like to host one in your church.
However, these online Signs of God Workshops will also be happening again, so watch out for
them.

Trustee update
by Penny Beschizza

In April we Signs of God Trustees attended an online governance training
day via zoom to update our charitable responsibility and accountability.
As we all know, especially with many changes due to the pandemic and
lockdowns over the year, we trustees had to check, discuss, and
implement correct practices with our activities and create our report for
the Charity Commission. For this we chose a company called BEST - Business, Employment,
Support and Training. We received good feedback about this company, mainly because the
trainer is a TSLI and had delivered BSL services to a professional Deaf Organisation. Also, the
trainer knew Signs of God well, so the trainer was able to design the report with the relevant
governance information that we Trustees needed to be updated with.
Therefore, in just 3 hours’ Zoom training during a Saturday morning, we were provided with
key issues relating to policies and nance, within the Charity Commission’s website. Shirley
David gave us a lot to learn, know and assimilate - we completed the training with heightened
understanding and actions to follow.
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We would like to thank all of you who donate to Signs of God for general use as donations
enable training like this to happen.
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New Wine interpreting
by Gill Behenna

In March, Signs of God supported
New Wine in the delivery of their
online Leadership Conference.
Main speaker sessions and a
seminar particularly requested by
someone who had booked to
attend, were pre-recorded and
interpreted by a team of Signs of
God volunteers and then Trudy
Field and I went to the actual event
to provide live interpreting for the
worship, interviews and anything
else that was needed.
As usual, the team at New Wine
were friendly and helpful and very
quickly made us feel included in everything. (We were also fed very well!) The church being
used for the lming was very large and so we had our own space set up for lming, which was
separate from other things going on. Everything felt very safe and it was clear that a lot of
thought had gone into making everything Covid compliant. It was great to be in a space
where live sung worship was being o ered, even if we weren’t allowed to sing - at least we
could sign!
Although we all miss the great sense of community that happens when we get together as a
team to interpret at Christian festivals and events, we are glad that Signs of God volunteers
have been able to support organisations such as Spring Harvest, New Wine, and Greenbelt in
their e orts to provide online content
We are now recruiting for teams for New Wine United “Breaks Out” which is the online event
at the end of July. We still need some volunteers who are able to interpret pre-recorded
videos against green/blue screens and we also need volunteers to attend in-person in Ealing
and Bradford (29th July - 3rd August) for live interpreting that will be streamed. The online
event is public, so we are only looking for RSLIs at this time. Please consider whether you are
able to help and contact us on info@signsofgod.org.uk

In memory

Our Signs of God family were
saddened to hear of the passing of
one of our faithful volunteers, Pamela
Byles at the end of May 2021, after a
brave and brief battle with cancer. Our
sincere condolences for Pamela’s
family and friends and all who had the
privilege to serve alongside her. She
will be sorely missed.
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THANK YOU to the many interpreters
who have worked so hard over the last year,
interpreting pre-recorded videos in their homes and
to those of you who are leading services and
making your church services accessible online. We
know how hard this can be without the usual
community around you to support and encourage
you. Your work has enabled the Gospel to go out
to a huge number of people and is really valuable.
It’s likely that the need for pre-recorded video
content to be interpreted will continue, so please let
us know how we can support you in this work.
VERY BIG
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Summer School 2021

We are soooo looking forward to seeing some
of you in person at Summer School this year.
The last 18 months have been so uncertain
and a lot has happened to each of us,
however, we remain hopeful that restrictions
will be lifted on the new date of 19th July and
that Summer School will go ahead as
currently planned. We have over 70 students
registered for the event and look forward to
numerous speakers including Mary Whittaker,
Paul Ntulila, Nick Palfreyman, Heather Mole,
Gill Behenna, Sara Head and Bob Shrine.
Thank you for your prayers.

Congratulations to Rob and Roma Rennie!!
by sisters Jude and Sue

Roma and Rob had attended the same church and knew each other, but
became friends through their church House Group. This friendship grew
and strengthened on relaxed
local walks with their
g r a n d c h i l d re n , a n d l o n g
chats, and gradually, through
mutual support and empathy became a deeper
a ection. This in it’s turn became love, described
by one of her sisters as a slow burn rather than a
lightning ash! Rob introduced Roma to his love
of classic cars, and Roma cooked Rob wonderful
meals and introduced him to her large, boisterous
family.
On 17th June 2019, Rob took Roma to Liverpool,
the city of his birth. By the banks of the Mersey, in
the shadow of the 3 Graces, and in the company
of the Fab Four, he asked Roma to become his
wife. The nal song at their wedding was “All You
Need Is Love” which re ected not only Rob’s love
of his home city, but their joint sentiments for the
future.
Having had their special day delayed several times due to
the pandemic restrictions, they nally tied the knot on 12th
June 2021 at St George’s Church, Ashtead, on a beautiful
summer day amongst their closest family and friends, with
a many other friends and relatives watching via a Zoom
link, and a determined crowd of friends who couldn’t be at
the service, waiting outside the church to greet the
beaming newlyweds.
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It was a beautiful service and a wonderful day. The order of
service carried a quote from Ecclesiastes 4:9,10 with a
picture of Winnie The Pooh and Piglet.

