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Greetings from the Chair 

Welcome to our Summer School review newsletter! 

Hello there. This is my first time writing to you all as Chair for this 
newsletter!  I would like to start first by thanking Penny Beschizza for all 
she has done for Signs of God as our previous Chair.  By remaining as a 
Trustee she will still very much be an asset to us all. Please enjoy reading 
what we’ve been up to over the summer. More from me later.  

 Sarah Tupling - Chair

Merry Christmas 
from the Signs 
of God trustees 
and all the core 
team members.  
“When Jesus spoke 
again to the people, he 
said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have 
the light of life.””


John 8:12 NIV

http://bible.com/111/jhn.

8.12.niv 

Image by @davidsonluna

British Sign Language in Christian Settings 
       Training and Exploration

Signs of God

http://bible.com/111/jhn.8.12.niv
http://bible.com/111/jhn.8.12.niv
http://bible.com/111/jhn.8.12.niv
http://bible.com/111/jhn.8.12.niv


December 2018 Summer School review edition

Why? By Samantha Green


Why would a person of no religious leanings go to the Signs of God 
Summer School? It’s a question I have been asked in the past and every 
so often still am. When I look back to around five years ago, it was 
probably one of the last places I imagined myself to be either. 


As a Trainee Sign Language Interpreter, I interpret in Christian settings, 
primarily a Deaf church, where I have been for just over two years. It was 
my second visit to Summer School and I was looking forward to meeting 
up with friends and immersing myself once again into a learning 
environment, with time to dedicate to absorbing new concepts and skills. 


The training is delivered and interpreted in both languages (a bonus for me as I can see the 
meaning and learn vocabulary at the same time).  I learned about the history of Christianity, 
coping strategies, personal experiences and knowledge from professionals who are Deaf and 
hearing, in a variety of roles. I learned about different cultural traditions, beliefs and customs 
from various people. Mary Whittaker’s presentation on the history of the Church of Scotland 
was fascinating, especially as it included so many invaluable sign names. The whole 
experience was informative, giving an understanding of what Christianity involves. Then there 
was the structure of the church and history sessions which were useful for me, as a non-
Christian, as it has felt a bit like having a large number of jigsaw pieces without the box, then 
all of a sudden finding the lid!


Deafhood and spirituality was taught by Paddy Ladd, which included a video which was quite 
emotional to watch. He had an amusing idiosyncratic way of working with the interpreters 
which made me smile. 


I observed everyone worked together with the utmost respect for each other, taking the time to 
learn from one another. Colleagues and friends, both old and new, took the time to answer my 
questions. One even spent time making flow charts and colour-coded mind maps to add to my 
resource pack (thanks again Liz!). I think that’s the crux of Summer School and why it works so 
well - we are all part of a huge team, working with the same aim. And we are all still learning in 
one way or another.


I received training from Bible translators and professionals, both national and international, 
who explained what is painstakingly involved in their projects. I learned about the process, I 
saw films and the feedback collected by Deaf Missions and Mary Alice Gardner in the USA. 
Seeing the natural reactions of some of the Deaf Christian students has definitely influenced 
the way I interpret from the Bible going forward. Cont’d... 

Workshops  
We are busy planning a full program 
of workshops for 2019 in various 
places throughout the UK. Keep an 
eye on our website and social media 
for further details soon. Is your area 

included? If you are wanting a Signs of God workshop in 
your area, please email workshops@signsofgod.org.uk We 
can help you with ideas for topics, venue requirements 
and advertising. Watch this space! Don’t miss out. 


Our next newsletter will be in Spring 2019. It will be a 
workshop special, reviewing previous workshops and 
information about upcoming events throughout the year. 
There will also be another Deaf Space BSL workshop. We 
look forward to sharing information with you. 

mailto:workshops@signsofgod.org.uk
mailto:workshops@signsofgod.org.uk
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Why? By Samantha Green cont’d  

There was ample opportunity to take part and 
receive feedback, which I did. I like to draw mind 
maps and images when I prepare. The lovely 

Penny Beschizza proved to be a kindred spirit and she 
gave me my feedback in a similar fashion adding colourful 
art to my wallet. It was only on my journey home that I 
decided to look again at my feedback and I realised that 
this was actually written on my feedback form from two 
years ago. This showed me how much I, and my thought 

processes, have changed. 


To coin a Christian phrase, 
this Summer School has been 
a “revelation” to me and it is 
t h a n k s t o t h e p e o p l e 
mentioned and the countless 

others who have shaped me along the way. If you are the 
slightest bit intrigued by Summer School but think it is not 
for you, Christian or not, I recommend you give it a try.

As many of you will know, at 
Summer School 2016, we 
l a u n c h e d a B u r s a r y 
Scheme, which we hoped 
would help to fund people 
w h o w o u l d o t h e r w i s e 
struggle to attend Signs of 
God residential training. 

Merchandise! Merchandise! 

You can purchase our handy now travel 
mugs from January 2019. This new style 
made its debut appearance at Summer 
School 2018 and has been very popular ever 
since. Priced at a mere £8 + p&p, it’s a must 
have whilst out and about; reusable mugs are 
a hot topic at the moment so think about the 
environment, look good at the same time - 
it’s win-win! Visit our website for more details. 


https://www.signsofgod.org.uk/merchandise 

The collection at Summer 
School got it off to a good 
start, and then over the 
f o l l ow ing yea r, many 
people contributed to the 
pot, either regularly with 
Standing Orders, or one off 
d o n a t i o n s . A t t h e 
appropriate time, we then 
encouraged people to 
make applications, and a 
panel of 3 trustees made 
decisions based on these 
anonymised applications. 
We planned to have two 
rounds of applications, 
h o w e v e r , w e w e r e 
o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h 
applications by November 
2017, and so awarded 
a lmost a l l the money 
currently in the pot, leaving 
only £10, but trusting God 
for more funds. Amazingly, 
by the time we came to 
make our decisions again 
in March, more donations 
had been made. In total, 
we raised £4,400 to be 
awarded. As a result of 
e v e r y o n e ’s g e n e ro u s 
donations, we were able to 
make awards to 13 people 
to help towards the cost of 
Summer School, which 
was incredible. Thank you 
t o e v e r y o n e w h o 
contributed. The bursary 
scheme is still in place for 
future events, so please 
keep donating throughout 
the year, so that we can 
c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e 
support. Praise God for 
sowing this idea amongst 
the core team, helping us 
to imp lement i t , and 
blessing us and those who 
were able to attend as a 
result. 

https://www.signsofgod.org.uk/merchandise
https://www.signsofgod.org.uk/merchandise
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Signs of God Summer School 
offering  
As part of our Summer School 
Fringe evening, we listened to  
numerous presentations on a 

variety of topics. 
After seeing a 
presentation by 
Shaunett Harris 
a b o u t t h e 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
event she did 
for The Gambia 
I n t e r p r e t e r 
Project, we felt 
that part of our 
offering on the 

Sunday should go towards this 
important work, and as such, made 
a donation of £455. 


You can read more about the 
project here http://www.gambia-
interpreters.com 


Returning to Summer School by Jan Munns   
I first went to Summer School in 
2016 and absolutely loved it, so 
when I got the email telling me I 
could book for 2018, I went straight 
onto the website to reserve my early 
bird place.  It was lovely to be 
welcomed back as an old friend on 
arrival with lots of familiar faces and 
a great welcome pack which 

included chocolate.  I remember arriving my first time 
feeling a little nervous of what to expect but I 
shouldn’t have worried, the Summer School welcome 
is always a warm one.  The programme is quite full on 
with two teaching sessions each morning and two 
more on most afternoons.  Each day starts and 
finishes with worship where all participants have the 
opportunity to be involved in the different elements, 
such as signing a song or a Bible reading.  This 
ensures God is at the centre of everything we do 
throughout the day and gives opportunity for signers 
to be involved at an appropriate level to match their 
BSL skills. This year we were privileged to have 
morning sessions led by renowned Deaf academics 
Dr Paddy Ladd and Dr Rosie Oram giving a unique 
insight into Deafness, Deafhood and Deaf culture 
alongside teaching on the Bible, techniques for 
translating and interpreting the complexities of 
sermons and information about the American Sign 
Language Bible Translation project which is nearing 
completion.In the afternoons we were split into groups 
according to our BSL ability.  My group were fortunate 
enough to be taught by a variety of Deaf tutors and 
interpreters to help stretch our skills as we sought to 
improve our understanding of signing in a Christian 
context. I was particularly impacted by one afternoon 
session on translating the Bible into BSL poetry, and 
on this occasion we were challenged to only use two 
handshapes.  This really made us think outside the 
box as to how that could be possible.  The poetry 
created during this time was incredibly moving and 
expressive using body language as much as 
individual signs.There is always a great fun side to 
Summer School and on the final evening there is an 
entertainment night where people have the 
opportunity to sign up and perform something that 
will captivate both Deaf and hearing participants.  
Highlights this year included visual sketches and 
tricks and classic BSL storytelling and songs.  Thanks 
to some innovative technology, the audience could 
vote for their favourite act and it is fitting that the 
winners sang “I’ve had the time of my life”.  That 
sums up Summer School for me, it is an amazing 
time, the highlight of my summer and I’m looking 
forward to 2020. 

Ephphatha - 
Be Open  
by Sara Head  

Image by @joshapplegate 


Closed minds - be open 

- to learn, to ponder, to understand


Closed eyes - be open 

- to see people, the lost, the lonely 


Closed hearts - be open 

- to risk, to hold, to love 


Closed arms - be open 

- to welcome, to embrace, to 
worship 


Closed hands - be open 

- to sign, to communicate, to relate 


Closed church - BE OPEN! 

http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
http://www.gambia-interpreters.com
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Deaf Tutor’s Perspective by Carolyn Nabarro  

I would like to share a Deaf tutor’s perspective in teaching sign language at Signs of God’s 
summer school last August.


It was not the first time I taught as Clark and I have been involved a number of times in the 
past.   We were privileged to be involved again, as we always feel welcomed by staff and 
students.   It is not often the students have the opportunity to mix with both Deaf and hearing 
people for a whole week; their learner experience is usually set in a formal setting, rather than 
based in a close-knit community environment. Obviously, this gave them confidence and in 
the evenings it is beneficial for them to mingle with the tutors socially.   


In the old days, when I was 
involved with Margo Currie, 
who ran SLIC courses in 
Scotland, it was one of my best 
experiences as the course was 
residential and runs for a week 
wi th Deaf tu tors ; in the 
evenings we gathered together 
and organised games, plays 
and debates.  It has been 
magnificent watching hearing 
signers absorbing Deaf Culture, 
it developed good interactions 
and confidence.   I missed that 
very much, so over the years 
when Signs of God started a 
similar pattern at summer 
school it brought back good 
memories. 


In August 2018, Clark taught how to translate the Bible into a Deaf friendly BSL using BSL 
Bible translation project material.  He made a brief introduction to a Deaf friendly structure and 
gave a lecture on BSL grammar that leads to a Deaf friendly BSL.  The high level BSL groups 
found the session challenging and they now fully understand what it involves when translating 
Bible passages into BSL. One short passage lead to taking up almost the whole of the 
teaching session and still they wanted more time! 


I used resources from BSL Daily Devotions to work on ‘cultural’ translations and work on 
different levels of cultural aspects.  There was group work, demonstrations and discussion.  
There were opportunities for different dialogue to try and give delegates confidence to plan 
together then sign to each other.  I helped students to improve by use signing space, role shift, 
emotion, placement, and fewer use of classifiers.   BSL Daily Devotions was good material 

because the signers are all Deaf 
and it helps learners to understand 
the importance of cultural aspects.


I am pleased to see more and 
more people attending summer 
school each t ime and have 
witnessed some familiar faces who 
have made good progress each 
time they attend.  The team 
worked well together and so did 
the whole group during Summer 
school. 


Clark Denmark and Carolyn Nabarro 
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Unique Training by Liz Heyburn  
There is nothing quite like the Signs of God Summer School.  Where else 
can you receive a week’s quality teaching from skilled Deaf tutors and 
experienced interpreter trainers, all within a Christian context?  I first went 
to summer school in 2016, having attended a couple of workshops and by 
the end of the first few days, I knew this was just the start of my 
involvement with Signs of God, that I would definitely be coming back and 
the 2018 Summer School was even better!  

The week is well structured, with a mix of teaching, worship and 
workshops and there are plenty of opportunities to socialise with other 
participants over meal times and during free times.  During the week there 

is normally one day when only BSL is used during meal times.  This is not as daunting as it 
might sound as everyone is so friendly and willing to help anyone struggling to understand or 
make themselves understood.  The participants range from those who have just finished their 
level 1 BSL and are just starting out on their BSL journey to trainee, qualified and experienced 
interpreters, alongside native Deaf BSL users and everyone else in between.  For those 
training to be interpreters or interpreters starting out in the Christian domain, you can work as 
an intern giving opportunity to develop your skills in a supportive environment, co-working 
with a range of colleagues and receiving constructive feedback.

Most evenings you can socialise in a more relaxed environment and catch up with friends.  
Events such as the Signs of God AGM give opportunity to find out more about the work of the 
charity and in 2018 we were privileged to see the first ever showing of the film The Book of 
Job, presented in American Sign Language (fortunately with subtitles!) produced by Deaf 
Missions who are working to complete the Bible in ASL.

Summer School is unique in that it focusses on the skills needed to communicate with Deaf 
people in a Christian environment to help provide the best access you can.  From 
understanding different ways to communicate the meaning of some of the more complex 
aspects of the Bible to what both old and new worship songs and hymns really mean, you are 
working with others who understand the challenges and want to support you to improve.

At Summer School you can expect to be challenged both by God and in your BSL skills.  
Now, when can I sign up for 2020?


Christmas fun...
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A word from our Chair 

So, ‘who am I?’ you maybe asking...  I am a very proud Grandma 
– this is what I want to shout from the roof tops!  I am a life-long 
Christian having become more focused on God as I have 
become older.  I have always wanted ‘the world to sign’ and 
realise that nothing is impossible, now, with God.


Thank you to those who nominated, elected and voted for me to 
become the next Chair at the AGM in Telford, August 2018 (held 

during the week of Summer School) - this will be no mean feat and I am determined to 
continue to take Signs of God forward in a positive, constructive way during the coming years 
ahead.    Certainly not on my own, but with the support of our excellent team of Trustees, kept 
on our toes by our administrator!  It does not stop there – we could not manage without our 
loyal and dedicated volunteers who give us their time and energy within the Core Team.  Of 
course, there are also many of you who support Signs of God and we value every one of you.


The future 

I have been asked what I hope to see happen and to be achieved from now onwards within the 
organisation.  I said a little earlier ‘to continue to take Signs of God forward’ – with God’s help, 
to sustain and maintain further growth in what may be difficult times ahead.  Over the years, 
Signs of God has grown and in its growth there has been the need for developing different 
legal policies, documents and always looking for best practices when delivering workshops, 
training and provision of interpreting services.


Some of you may be having to weather life’s storms as you face the future and possibility of 
change over the coming year, as do we when we think about the future of Signs of God.  I 
encourage you with Micah 7: 1-7 which shows us that God hears our cries even when our 
circumstances may be overwhelming.


A blessing 

Thank you all again.  I wish you all a joyful and Happy Christmas and a fulfilling New Year.   I 
would like to end with a short prayer as we prepare for Christmas and look to 2019 with joy 
and hope for us all.


“O God, thank you for all the gifts you have given us.  Help us to open our eyes to the joy of 
your coming into the world.  Help us to focus on the true meaning of Christmas. Amen.”


Christmas Cracker jokes  

What do reindeer hang on their Christmas 
trees? 


Horn-aments! 


Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing? 


They always drop their needles! 


Which reindeer has to mind his manners? 


Rude-olph! 


Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? 


A mince spy! 


Why is everyone thirsty at the North Pole? 


No well, no well! 

Summer School 2020 
After a number of years at Telford, we are 
looking for a new venue for August 2020. 
Can you help? Do you know of a Christian 
friendly residential conference centre, with 
plenty of disabled/accessible rooms and at 
least seven teaching rooms and a large 
conference room? We have looked at quite a 
few over the last few months and 
unfortunately, they do not have enough 
space that we need for 130 people with 
various needs. 

P lease ema i l you r sugges t ions to 
summerschool@signsofgod.org.uk 


Thank you. 

mailto:summerschool@signsofgod.org.uk
mailto:summerschool@signsofgod.org.uk

